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1st Robotic Urology Symposium in Ankara, Turkey
Turkish symposium on minimally invasive procedures attracts young urologists

Editorial Note: We are publishing here the original version of an abstract presented by Prof. Schmid about the EBU during the 67th Annual Meeting 
of the Swiss Society for Urology (SGU) held in September 2011 in Basel, and at the bi-annual meeting of the EBU in Milan in April this year.
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In partnership with the EAU Section of Uro-
Technology (ESUT) and DRUS, the 1st Robotic Urology 
Symposium was held at the Ankara Ataturk Training 
and Research Hospital last April 28, marking the first 
time that the meeting was held in Ankara. 

The Department of Urology of Ankara Ataturk 
Research and Training Hospital had acquired the first 
da Vinci surgical robot in February 2009. Since that 
time the department, headed by Prof. Mevlana Derya 
Balbay who retired recently, has performed many 
robot-assisted urology procedures.

The symposium gathered world-renowned ESUT and 
DRUS experts which have attracted the attendance of 
young Turkish urologists. Turkish experts also 
participated in or performed live robotic surgeries. 
Among those who led the live surgical operations 
were Prof. Jens Rassweiler (DE), Associate Prof.  Ali 
Serdar Gözen (DE) and Dr. Georg Schön (DE). The 
experts shared valuable insights and experience with 
the participants and demonstrated the operative steps 
in an interactive session moderated by Prof. Balbay 
and other experienced robotic urology surgeons.

In the opening session, Prof. Balbay provided an 
overview lecture on the history of robotic surgery at 
Ankara Ataturk Training and Research Hospital. 
Following the lecture session, Prof. Rassweiler and Dr. 
Gözen performed a robot-assisted radical 
prostatectomy employing the Heilbronn technique. 
After completing the live robot-assisted prostatectomy, 
Prof. Rassweiler discussed the extraperitoneal 
approach for robotic radical prostatectomy.

In the afternoon, Dr. Schön performed a live case of 
robotic partial nephrectomy followed by a lecture 
about the current innovative techniques for optimal 
robotic partial nephrectomy procedures. For his part 
Dr. Gözen underlined in his lecture the advantages of 
an extraperitoneal approach for robot-assisted 
pyeloplasty.
 
Another benefit from this symposium for participants 
was the opportunity of meeting the experts to further 
discuss the cases or query them regarding clinical 
experience and practical tips. Participants also 
commended the well-organised and cordial social 
programme which enabled both young and veteran 
urologists to create professional links. 

Definitely, this successful event has provided an 
optimal platform wherein Turkish urologists can 
collaborate with the ESUT and DRUS not only to 

examine prospects in robotic urology, but also to 
demonstrate the level of expertise on minimally 
invasive techniques in the region.
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